
Objective Concepts (folktale, long “o” – retold, “oa” – goat, “dge” – bridge, hooves, 
rammed); Sight words (goats, retold, bridge, tripping, troll) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff – A Folktale 
Retold By: Sue Peterson 

 
Did you ever hear the story about the “The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff”?  It is a folktale, which means it is a story that is retold over 

and over to other people.  I will tell you the story of “The Three 

Billy Goats Gruff”. 

Once upon a time, there were three billy goats named “Gruff” 

who lived on a green hill by a stream.  They saw the grass was 

very green on the other side of the stream.  So the first little billy 

goat went across the bridge.   

Vocabulary 
   

goats tripping 

retold troll 

bridge  
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“Trip, trap, trip, trap!” went the goat’s hooves as he walked 

across the bridge. 

“Who’s tripping across my bridge?” shouted the troll who lived 

under the bridge.  “I will eat you up.”   

“I’m going to the other side, but I’m the smallest billy goat.  If 

you wait a bit, my brother will come.  He’s bigger than I am.”   

And so the troll let the smallest billy goat go across the bridge 

to the green grass on the other side.  Then the troll waited. 

The second billy goat came to cross the bridge. 

“Trip, trap, trip, trap!” went the goat’s hooves as he walked 

across the bridge. 

 The troll said, “Who is that tripping on my bridge?  I will eat 

you up.”   

But the second billy goat said there was another billy goat who 

would soon come cross the bridge to eat the grass on the other 

side and that goat was much bigger.  And so the troll let the 

second billy goat go.  The troll waited again.  

The third billy goat came across the bridge.   
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“Trip, trap, trip, trap!” went the goat’s hooves as he walked 

across the bridge. 

“Who’s tripping across my bridge?  I’ll eat you up.”   

As the troll came to eat him, the biggest billy goat rammed the 

troll with his horns and pushed the troll off the bridge.  After that, 

the third goat ran across the bridge so he could eat the green 

grass with his brothers.   

And that’s the story of the “The Three Billy Goats Gruff”. 
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Practice 

1. Fill in the blank and spell. 
 

goat  g __ __ t  ____________________________ 

retold  r e t __ l d  ____________________________ 

bridge  b r __ d g e ____________________________ 

troll  t r __ l l  ____________________________ 
 

2. Copy. 
 

folktale  ______________________________ 
 
tripping  ______________________________ 
 

 
 
3. Answer.  Use complete sentences. 
 

What is a folktale? 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________. 
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What do the words “tripping across my bridge” mean? 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________. 

 
 

Why did the billy goats want to cross the bridge? 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________. 

 
 

How did the goats trick the troll? 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________. 
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