





Kimchi’s Story
Adopted from a letter by Clare Browne

Here at the IAKA office, we receive emails
and letters daily from English teachers,
members of the US military, and other
concerned foreigners who are living in Korea.
Usually, these letters are heartbreaking,
informing us of a dog tied up with no food, a
pet store with horrible conditions, or stories
of starved, mistreated stray animals. It is a
stark reminder of how lar Korea has to go, in
terms of the treatment of animals.

Unfortunately, in these situations, there is
little IAKA can do. We always lorward the
information to our office in Seoul, where
our KAPES team inquires to see if there is
anything that can be done.

We decided to highlight Kimchi’s story as
a positive example of an English teacher in
Korea making a difference.

My partner and I went to Korea in

2006 to teach English. We wanted to
experience another culture, do some
travel and earn some money, but I never
planned to get a dog. However, after
only seven weeks I had rescued Kimchi
- alittle female Papillion-cross — and it
was one of the best things I have ever
done.

My partner and I were living on a
military base in Gyeongsangnam-do.
The base was like a park with many
animals living wild, including dogs.
I heard that there was a dog in the

building and told myself not to get
involved: I couldn’t possibly take care of
a dog in Korea — what would I do with
it when it was time to go back to New
Zealand? However, as soon as I saw this
little puppy sitting there, shaking with
fear, T knew I had to help her.

We took the puppy home with us that
night. She was terrified of our feet and
had obviously been treated badly. She
was malnourished and covered in ticks.
She was vomiting a lot and we later
found out she had a stomach ulcer
(caused by stress and being fed human
food). But worst of all was the injury
to her eye: veterinarians told me that it
was caused by a trauma — probably a
kick - and she is

now permanently

blind in that eye.

She slept for

hours - a sign of

a very stressed

dog. During her

time with us her

personality shone

through - she was

so playful and fun

to be with, and 1

fell in love with her

very quickly. We

wanted to choose

a Korean name for

her and we chose “Kimchi” because it’s
got to be one of Korea’s most distinctive
traditional foods.

Today, Kimchi is living in New Zealand
and she could be one of the happiest
dogs in the world. Her life is fantastic.
Our backyard is almost 1,000 square
metres, she lives with my other dog
and chews bones every day. I cried
many tears when making the decision
whether to keep her or not - but I have
never regretted it since. You can’t place
a monetary value on a life; I have given
Kimchi a whole new life — and that’s the
best thing I could have done for her.
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