








Winter 2021 • IAKA Newsletter • 5

Gaon Animal Rescue center was established in 2016 with Jinyong as the Founder and Suh Sun-Il as the Director. Initially 
their focus was on protesting dog and cat meat consumption and closing down dog meat farms. They accomplished 
this using existing livestock health and sanitation laws. Most dog farms are built illegally, without permits, and do not 
operate within required health and sanitation codes. They successfully shut down a number of farms this way.

Later, they added campaigning for stronger animal protection laws and stray animal care/TNR projects to their list of 
operations, including the rescue of Donguri the cat and Chosun the dog (whose stories are featured below). They also 
created 14 separate feeding stations for feral cat colonies and stray animals. In partnership with the Reverend who 
gifted Jinyong her first puppy, they created a space where the elderly, the homeless, lonely people, and children can all 
rest, share a meal, and learn about animal care.

Teaching children music with cats and dogs

Discussing a new campaign                                     At the shelter
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Adopted by US military personnel

Rescued from the dog meat farm
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According to Jinyong, the most memorable rescue cat she’s had is called Donguri - because she has a round face. 
Donguri is a feral cat who was found living in the park of Jonglang-gu. After a TNR operation, a volunteer reported her 
to Gaon because she had a very bad wound around her neck from a snare trap. She must have been trapped in the 
snare for a long time because the cut was very deep and her face was incredibly swollen.

Jinyong said she will never forget her because even though she was near death and in a lot of pain, her face was very 
sweet and gentle. They got Donguri surgery to remove the snare, repair the damage to her neck, and get her spayed. 
After allowing her to recover, they returned her to the feral cat colony in the park to be with her feline family and 
friends. The volunteer feeder who originally found her still sees Donguri and reports on her condition to Gaon Shelter 
and Jinyong.

Donguri, fully recovered 
and released in the parkSnare Surgery

The Story of Donguri

Gaon rescued a number of large dogs (as well as smaller dogs and cats) from horrible conditions and worked with 
Rebel Rescue South Korea to facilitate adoptions out of the country for some of the larger dogs. Gaon is in the process 
of building a new shelter in Yangpyung-gun, Gyeonggi-do about 30 miles east of Seoul after noise complaints from 
their neighbors. This new location (pictured, under construction) will allow them to better house larger rescues and 
avoid noise complaints. I strongly believe in Gaon and Cho Jinyong, their purpose, and the work they do - and plan to 
continue supporting them.  

Levelling the land in preparation to build the new Gaon Shelter
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Jinyong rescued a tiny little dog, named Chosun after the last Korean Kingdom, from a dog breeder who kept his 
animals in very bad conditions. He also reportedly caught stray dogs to sell. Chosun had been kept in a tiny cage with 
3 other dogs who were much larger than her. She was malnourished and incredibly sick, near dead.

Jinyong got her urgent veterinary treatment and helped nurse her back to health. She then adopted Chosun herself 
and now they are inseparable. Chosun receives the royal treatment she deserves on a daily basis.

The Story of Chosun

Chosun, in the puppy mill Happy times with Chosun and Jinyong
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